
 

 

 

 

 

21 February İnternational Mother 

Language Day 

The mother tongue is the heart and soul of the people. I request my mother 
tongue both for myself and for the Georgian people living in Turkey. 

Istanbul - BİA News Center     21 February 2012 

 

The mother tongue is the heart and soul of the people. I request my mother 
tongue both for myself and for the Georgian people living in Turkey. I do not want 
it to be forgotten and disappear. Therefore I support the peoples’ struggle to 
protect, develop and use their mother language. I etxend my greatest respect to 
anyone working for this. 

 

I am Eşref Yılmaz Maxaradze. I was born in the AGARA neighborhood of Çukur 
village of Imerxevi, Şavşat, Artvin. I moved to Istanbul after retiring from 
teaching. Currently I am working on our mother tongue as the President of the 
Georgian Cultural Center. 
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